
 

 

 

Festival of Faith: 

25th February – 18th March 
   

Saint Patrick, as Patron of Ireland, Co-Patron of our Cathedral and legendary 

founder of our city, has a special connection with Newry. 

This year, our annual Novena to Saint Patrick will be accompanied by a 

wider series of events inside and outside of our churches: ‘Saint Patrick’s 

Festival of Faith’. It will run from February 25th until March 18th, with music, 

film, workshops, pilgrimages and prayer for all ages. 

You can download the full programme of events by clicking here 

 

 

http://www.newrycathedralparish.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/brochure_seven.pdf


Festival Highlights 
 

 

St Patrick Pilgrimages 
  

Three bus trips are planned for Saturdays in February and March: 

There are three sites of significance to Patrick in the North. 

1. Slemish where he spent his years as a slave and experienced his reconversion. 

2. Saul where he returned to Ireland as a bishop and established his first monastery. Saul is 

close by Downpatrick where his grave is to be found. 

3. Armagh where both cathedrals are named after him, and the ecclesiastical -capital of the 

Ireland since the earliest days. 

On Saturday 25th February we will set off to Slemish by coach. You will need good boots 

and water-proofs. The bus will leave the Parish Centre Saturday 25th at 10am. Bring a 

packed lunch. Book the bus via the parish office or this website. Online booking coming 

soon. 

On Saturday 4th March we are bound for Saul and Downpatrick. The bus will leave the 

Parish Centre Saturday 25th at 10am. Bring a packed lunch. Book the bus via the parish 

office or this website. Online booking coming soon. 

On Saturday 11th March we will go to Armagh to visit both the cathedrals. The bus will 

leave the Parish Centre Saturday 25th at 10am. Bring a packed lunch. Book the bus via the 

parish office or this website. Online booking coming soon. 

Pilgrimage Passports 

Participating in all three pilgrimages? Get a stamp for each site in your special pilgrimage 

passport. Pilgrimage passports will be available on the bus. 
 

 

 



 

Newry Community Choir:  

25th Feb 7pm 
 

Newry Community Choir, the city’s cross-community choir promoting inclusion and 

enjoyment through singing, presents a special choral performance of Irish prayers & poems 

accompanied by harpists. 

Newry Cathedral, Saturday 25th February at 7pm. 

The Harp, ancient symbol of Ireland, appears on early stone crosses and in early Christian 

manuscripts. Join us for this very special performance. 

Visit Newry Community Choir’s Facebook page. 

Admission to this event is free and no ticket is required 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/newrycommunitychoir/


 

 

Saint Patrick’s Novena 
  

Saint Patrick’s Novena will take a slightly different format in 2017 as we have two speakers, 

Fr. Des O’Donnell and Sister Anne Codd, who will focus on three themes of spirituality; 

1. The Individual Spiritual Journey, 8th, 9th and 10th March at 7:30pm. 

2. Bringing my Giftedness to the Community, Saturday 11th at 6pm, Sunday 12th at 

5:30pm and Monday 13th at 7:30pm. 
3. How I share my Gifts in Ministry, Tuesday to Thursday 14th -16th March at 7:30pm. 

Don’t forget the Mass in Irish on the 17th in the cathedral at 10:30am, where the scouting 

organisations of the diocese are presented with shamrock. 

Saint Patrick Relic 
The relic of St. Patrick will be exposed in the cathedral and petition slips will be available 

from 1st March. 

 

 

 



Speaker profiles 

 

Sister Anne Codd 

Sister Anne grew up near Wexford town, in the ‘sunny south east’ of Ireland. After secondary 

school in St Mary’s Mountmellick, in 1966, she joined the Presentation Sisters at Mount St 

Anne’s. Down the years, Anne has been involved in a variety of educational, pastoral and 

community ministries, mostly in Ireland. It has been her privilege to facilitate Assemblies of 

the Sisters in Zambia, Pakistan, US and UK. Anne especially enjoys reading, swimming, 

indoor and outdoor activity, music and conversation – and life! 

 

 

Fr. Desmond O’Donnell OMI 

Fr. Desmond O’Donnell, an Irish Oblate priest who ministered for 28 years in Australia and 

served for 12 years on the Central Council of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Rome. His 

most recent book is ‘Gospel Conversations’ published by Dominican Publications. Father 

Desmond also spoke on day four of last year’s St. Patrick’s Novena. 
 


