
Welcome to St Anne’s Shrine & Chapel, 
Convent Gardens, Mayobridge 

 

Mass of St Joachim and St Anne 
(Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary) 

 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
Let us praise Joachim and Anne, to whom, in their generation, the Lord 
gave him who was a blessing for all the nations. 
 
(The Memorial of the couple identified by tradition as the parents of the 
Virgin Mary gives us reason to rejoice in the gift of family life, and to 
reflect on the responsibility parents and children have to love one 
another and lead one another to holiness.) 
 
Collect 
Let us pray. O Lord, God of our Fathers, who bestowed on Saints 
Joachim and Anne this grace, that of them should be born the Mother 
of your incarnate Son, grant through the prayers of both, that we may attain the salvation 
you have promised to your people. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus 
Let us now sing the praises of famous men and women, our ancestors in their generations. 
The Lord apportioned to them great glory, from the beginning. There were those who made 
a name for themselves by their strength and courage; those who gave counsel because they 
were intelligent; those who spoke in prophetic oracles; they were wise in their words of 
instruction; those who composed musical tunes, or put verses in writing; rich men and 
women endowed with resources, living peacefully in their homes- all these were honoured 
in their generations, and were the pride of their times. Some of them have left behind a 
name, so that others declare their praise. But of others there is no memory; they have 
perished as though they had never existed; they have become as though they had never 
been born, they and their children after them. But these also were godly people, whose 
righteous deeds have not been forgotten; their wealth will remain with their descendants, 
and their inheritance with their children's children. Their offspring will continue forever, and 
their glory will never be blotted out. Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives 
on generation after generation.  
     The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: The Magnificat (Sung) 
 



 
 
 
 
A Reading from the Sermons of St John Damascene   
 
O blessed couple, Joachim and Anne! All creation is in your debt. For through you it 
presented the noblest of gifts to the creator, namely a spotless mother, who alone was 
worthy of the creator. Rejoice, because from your daughter, to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Salvation of the Whole Word, 
Angel, Mighty God. That child is God. While you led a dutiful and holy life in this world you 
bore a daughter greater than the angels, who is now mistress of the angels. Make joyful 
sound to the Lord, all the earth, break into joyous song and sing praises. Raise up your voice 
and do not be afraid. 
     The Word of St John. Thanks be to God. 
  
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia (Sung) 
They looked forward to Israel’s comforting 
and the Holy Spirit rested on them. 
Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew  (13:1-9) 
 
On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd stood 
along the shore. And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: "A sower went out to 
sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, 
and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil. 
It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, 
and it withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to hear." 
     The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
Priest: With Faith, hope and love in our hearts we come before the Lord and make our 
prayers on this special Feast Day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/matthew/13:1


 
 
 
1     On this day we pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, as he leads our Church. We pray 
for Bishops and Priests everywhere as they serve God’s people. May the good Lord continue 
to bless them in their Priesthood. 
Lord, hear us 
 
2     As we remember St Joachim and St Anne, we pray for parents, expectant parents and 
especially for all grandparents. May they always help those in their loving care to grow in 
the ways of Faith.  
Lord, hear us 
 
3     At this time in Ireland we are beginning to prepare for the World Meeting of Families 
which will take place in Dublin next August. Pope Francis said: ‘Saints Joachim and Anne 
expressed their Faith and love of God in the warmth and love of family life.’ We pray for all 
families. May God sustain them and help them to grow stronger in love and Faith. 
Lord, hear us 
 
4     We ask the intercession of St Francis and St Clare as we pray for the gift of peace 
throughout our world at this time. May world leaders govern and make decisions with 
wisdom and understanding. Lord, hear us 
 
5     We pray for our sick. We ask the Lord to lay His healing hand on them in their time of 
need. (Pause) We take time this afternoon to give thanks for all of the groups working in our 
Parish and we particularly remember the members of the Mayobridge Lourdes Committee 
who have helped us here today. Lord, hear us 
 
6     We ask your blessing Lord on all who care for St Anne’s Shrine and its associated 
ministries.  May they each be blessed for their goodness and generosity. 
Lord, hear us 
 
Priest: We remember our beloved dead. May their souls rest in the peace of Christ. Eternal 
rest..... 
God our Father, from whom every family, whether spiritual or natural takes its name, hear 
our prayers. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
Receive, we pray, O Lord, these offerings of our homage, and grant that we may merit a 
share in the same blessing which you promised to Abraham and his descendants, through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Communion Antiphon 
They received blessings from the Lord and mercy from God their Saviour.  
 
Communion Reflection    Prayer for Grandparents 
Lord Jesus, you were born of the Virgin Mary, the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne. 
Look with love on grandparents the world over. Protect them! They are a source of 
enrichment for families, for the Church and for all of society. Support them! As they grow 
older, may they continue to be for their families strong pillars of Gospel Faith, guardian of 
noble domestic ideals, living treasuries of sound religious traditions. Make them teachers of 
wisdom and courage, that they may pass on to future generations the fruits of their mature 
human and spiritual experience. 
Lord Jesus, help families and society to value the presence and roles of grandparents. May 
they never be ignored or excluded, but always encounter respect and love. Help them to live 
serenely and to feel welcomed in all the years of life which you give them. Mary, mother of 
all the living, keep grandparents constantly in your care, accompany them on their earthly 
pilgrimage, and by your prayers, grant that all families may one day be reunited in our 
heavenly homeland, where you await all humanity for the great embrace of life without 
end. Amen 
(Pope Emeritus Benedict XV1) 
 
Prayer after Communion 
O God, who willed that your only Begotten Son 
should be born from among humanity 
so that by a wonderful mystery 
humanity might be born again from you, 
we pray that, in your kindness, you may sanctify by the 
spirit of adoption 
those you have fed with the bread you give your children. 
Through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Blessing: Everywhere and in each place and in every 
Season and each day, may we have a true and humble 
Faith.  
 
ANOINTING 
 
 

THANK YOU – to Monsignor Hugh Connolly, Canon John Kearney, Fr Jarlath Cushenan and  
Fr Tom for the celebrating of Holy Mass and Anointing, to the Sisters of St Clare, and also to 

all our helpers here today and throughout the year for their splendid upkeep of St Anne’s 
Shrine & Chapel, The Convent and Gardens. To you all for coming here today and 

throughout the year and for your kind donations and support.    
Fr Charlie Byrne PP 

www.mayobridgeparish.com 


