
  

MMAAYYOOBBRRIIDDGGEE  

  PPAARRIISSHH  BBUULLLLEETTIINN  
Sunday 19th March 2017 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  
 
 

 
 

In the Christian calendar, Lent is the 40 days leading up to Easter which is treated as a 
period of reflection and a time for fasting from food and festivities. 
It symbolises the days which lead up to Jesus’ crucifixion and subsequent resurrection 
when Christ spent 40 days and nights alone in the desert. 
The history of Lent dates back to centuries ago with Christians spending time preparing to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 
The word Lent comes the Anglo-Saxon word meaning to lengthen and Lent comes at a 
time when the hours of daylight are lengthening as Spring approaches. 
The reason Lent is 40 days is because 40 is a significant number in Christian scriptures, 
but the most notable is perhaps that Jesus spent 40 days fasting in the desert in 
preparation for his ministry. 
The colour purple is associated with Lent as it signifies both penance and hope, red is 
chosen for Good Friday as it symbolises Jesus’ shedding of blood and white is significant 
for Maundy Thursday (the Thursday before Easter which commemorates the Maundy and 
Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the Apostles), the Easter vigil and Easter itself as it 
celebrates Jesus’ triumph. 

 
‘Fasting means not only abstaining from food, but also from any 

 unhealthy attachment, and especially sin’ 
Pope Francis tweet March 2017 



 

 
Suggested donation-please put your donation in the Missalette box -20p)  

   Sunday 19th March 2017    THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

                  (17-2017) (Sunday Readings Cycle A – Weekday Cycle 2)                    
 
 

PLEASE NOTE - Due to new Data Protection Regulations in hospitals, a patient list will no longer 
be available to the Priests.  In light of this, please let us know if you have someone in hospital to be 
visited. Contact Fr Charlie 4177 2200 or Fr Tom 4063 0306. If you get the answering machine, leave the 

Name of the person, Hospital and Ward No. 
 

TROCAIRE BOXES can be had in the porches from this weekend. Please take one with you. 
With your support, we are helping hard working communities in some of the poorest parts of 
the world to adapt to the changing climate. Thank you for making a real difference to people’s 
lives.  Eamon Meehan, Executive Director of Trocaire. 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED – We pray for the happy repose of the soul of 
Edward McCartan, 15 Mourne View, Hilltown, father of Louis.  Funeral on Monday 

 20th March at 12noon in St John the Evangelist Church, Ballymaghery, Hilltown. 
 Burial in adjoining cemetery. May he rest in peace. 

 

Thank you for your support of the Parish: Sunday 12th March - £1299.43 
 

DAY/DATE MASS TIME ANNIVERSARIES 

Sat 18th Mar 6.00pm Michael & Margaret McNally & Deceased Family Members, 
Riverside Terrace: 
Peter Lively, Crossan Road: 
Rose and Constantine Rooney, Ballyvalley Road 

Sun 19th Mar 11.15am 
7.00pm 

James Rooney, Carnmeen Road 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Mon 20th Mar 9.15am St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tues 21st Mar 9.15am Mass in Convent Chapel  
St Enda, Abbot 

Wed 22nd Mar 7.30pm  

Thur 23rd Mar 9.15am Mass in Convent Chapel 
St Turibius, of Mongravejo 

Fri 24th Mar 9.15am  

Sat 25th Mar 6.00pm Eamon Linden, Crossan Road 

Sun 26th Mar 11.15am 
 

 
 

7.00pm 

Deceased Members of the Barry Family, Mayo Road 
& the Carville Family, Hilltown: 
Hugh Pat, Sheila & Kathleen Fitzpatrick & Deceased Family 
Members 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

 

SAINT ANNE’S OIL AND CORD can be obtained from Mrs Lily Gribben , Tel – 028 3085 1424 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK - The Centenary of Our Lady of Fatima and Divine Mercy Sunday. 
Sunday 23rd April 2017.  Bus Leaving Hilltown Square at 6am Sharp - return at 11pm 

 Breakfast and evening meal in the Killyhevlin Hotel. Price: £45.00 £10 Deposit.   
Rosaleen Fegan or Josephine Fegan; 4 St Patrick's Pk Hilltown 028 4063 1139 

 
 

PARKING - With additional car parking spaces now available please allow the area around the Parochial 
Hall and the Parochial House for our not so young family and friends and visitors who deserve our respect 
and consideration. 
In order to avoid any obstruction at the entrance of the new school car park all visitors to St Anne’s Shrine 
and Convent are asked to use the parking facility in the convent grounds. 



 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION will begin in our Parish on Wednesday 22nd March 
at 6.30pm in the Convent Chapel each month followed by the holy Mass in the  

Church at 7.30pm. 
 
WHAT IS EUCHARISTIC ADORATION?  It has been the consistent belief of the Catholic Church 
from the very beginning that the bread and wine consecrated at Holy  
Mass truly became the body and blood of Jesus, and that the Eucharistic Jesus then continues to 
be present in our midst when the consecrated host is either reposed in a tabernacle or exposed on 
the altar.  Eucharistic Adoration is the continuation in a personal way of the communal worship of 
the Holy Mass.  Generally, the term has come to refer to worship offered before the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed.   
WHY ADORE?  The most important reason to adore the Blessed Sacrament is that Jesus 
instituted the sacrament of the Eucharist out of love for us and longs for us, and longs for us to 
spend time in his company.  “Could you not watch one hour with me?  
Matthew 24:40.   
 
Saint John Paul II appealed to all Parishes to have Perpetual Eucharistic 
Adoration stating that all the evils of the world could be eliminated 
through the great power of Eucharistic Adoration. 
 
I WAIT FOR YOU  “Look, I am standing at the door, knocking.  If one of you 
hears me calling and opens the door, I will come in to share his meal, side by side with him”.  
Revelations 3:20. God knocks on the door of our heart throughout our lives and waits with infinite 
patience for our response.  Because there is a deep longing for God in every human heart, we will 
never be truly happy until we invite Him into our lives.  As Saint Augustine said “You have made 
us for yourself O Lord, and our heart is restless, until it rests in you”.  Man is both body and soul.  
As the body needs food to survive to too does the soul.  Gold placed the soul in us.  He alone can 
nourish it. By spending time in his presence and daily Holy Communion we will find food to nourish 
our soul.  

 

PARISH PASTORAL WORKERS - The Diocese is planning a programme to train lay people as 
parish pastoral workers for the delivery of the following ministries:  
●Readers, ●Eucharistic Ministers, ● lead Communion Services, ● Bereavement Team, ●Baptism 
Team, ●RCIA, ●Visiting the Sick & Nursing Homes to meet the growing needs of individual 
parishes. This programme will include instruction in pastoral development, spiritual development, 
human development and academic development.  You are invited to a meeting to be held in 
Newry Parish Centre on Monday 20th March 2017 from 7.30pm - 8.30pm for further information.  

Yours sincerely, Most Rev John McAreavey 

 

PIONEER LENTEN CHALLENGE - Many people abstain from alcohol and take the Short Term 
Pledge for the duration of Lent. Make your Lenten pledge by visiting www.pioneerassociation.ie 
and joining online or by contacting your local pioneer centre representative, namely  
Mrs Rosaleen Rooney, 028 3085 1291. Take this opportunity to help someone you know/love with 
an alcohol or drug problem by offering up your Lenten sacrifice as a prayer for their freedom and 
wellbeing. Go for it and make a difference to someone’s life! 

 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AWARENESS SESSION – SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION 
For the attention of any CURRENT volunteers who have not yet attended an “AWARENESS 
SESSION” and for any NEW volunteers who wish to become involved in a Church Ministry within 
our Parish of MAYOBRIDGE.  As part of the Diocesan Policy and Procedures for safeguarding 
children, all volunteers involved in Parish Ministries are required to attend an Awareness Session 
before they can take up their chosen ministry. The requirement to attend one of these sessions 
applies to everyone who works voluntarily in any Parish in the Diocese of Dromore. 

 



Lenten Retreat Day in Dromantine - Saturday 1st April, led by Fr. Aodhán McCrystal, SMA. 
Time: 10.00am ‒ 5.00pm. Cost: £25 including lunch, teas/coffee. Bookings to (028) 308 21964  
 

 
 

 

NEW PARISH ENVELOPES – The new parish envelopes for the coming year 2017/2018 
are due to be delivered to the Parish shortly. There are presently 461 sets of envelopes 
distributed throughout the Parish. Over the course of a year many changes take place in 
the addresses and the details of envelope holders. Please let us know as soon as 
possible of any changes as computer records have to be updated before the 
envelopes are prepared. Please do so by dropping a note in the collection baskets, 
a phone call or Parish website.  
GIFT AID - if there is anyone who has signed a Gift Aid Declaration with the parish but 
who has ceased to be a taxpayer during the Tax Year ending 5th April 2017, please let 
us know. If you are paying tax and supporting the Parish through the parish envelope 
you could increase your giving by 20p for every £1 you give if you signed a Gift Aid 
Certificate - all at no extra cost to yourself. If you would like a Certificate or more 
information please ring Fr Charlie or Fr McAteer - or drop a note in the envelope 
basket.  YOU CAN PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT 
 
 

 
 

CEMETERY MASS DATES 
●Mayobridge Wednesday 24th May 7.30pm                  ●Drumgath Thursday 25th May 7.30pm 
●Barnmeen Friday 26th May 7.30pm                              ●Rathfriland Monday 29th May 7.30pm 
●Burren Tuesday 30th May 7.30pm                                ●Hilltown Wednesday 31st May 7.30pm                   
●Hilltown Thursday 1st June 7.30pm                             ●Hilltown Friday 2nd June 7.30pm 
 

BIG BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER – TODAY, SUNDAY 19th March 2017 IN 
MAYOBRIDGE SOCIAL CLUB – 9.00 TO 12.30PM – ALL PROCEEDS TOWARDS 

MAYOBRIDGE SENIORS 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MARY GALLAGHER - Eddie Lynch, The Commissioner for 
Older People for Northern Ireland said: "Older people make many vibrant, positive 
contributions to all aspects of society including the arts. This is why it's so important to 
celebrate the work of local, older artists. I would like to congratulate Mary Gallagher on the 
beautiful piece of art which was chosen to be turned into my Christmas card. The doe-a-
deer design was beautiful." 
 

Mary, who is a member of Mayobridge Parish Bulletin and Website Team, has allowed her 
beautiful illustrations to be used to enhance and enrich the weekly bulletin and website.  
Her artwork has been greatly admired and appreciated by numerous parishioners, local 
and further afield.  WELL DESERVED, Mary. 
 

EUROSPAR Mayobridge welcomes you to join us on Saturday 25th March from 10am for fresh 
coffee and delicious treats with friends and family in your local community. Proceeds Cancer 

Fund for Children.  
 

CRUSE – CHARITY BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT AND COUNSELLING – FUNDRAISER  
SUNDAY 2ND APRIL 2017 IN HILLTOWN – 10K WALK OR 10K RUN OR 2K FUN RUN 
– IN MEMORY OF ELLA TRAINOR – further details see 
http://www.mayobridgeparish.com/events/ 
 

 

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE Tel: 028 30252322 Email: newry@cruse.org.uk or 
www.cruse.org.uk Office Opening Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday 9.30am - 4.30pm & Thursay: 
9.30am - 3.30pm.   
Leaflets are available at the back of the Church 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CancerFundChildren/?ft%5btn%5d=K&ft%5bqid%5d=6398466906937705494&ft%5bmf_story_key%5d=782572139465639909&ft%5bei%5d=AI%40189af9f4ba463423c1dc1959f7055a2a&ft%5btop_level_post_id%5d=1825054247711496&ft%5bfbfeed_location%5d=1&ft%5binsertion_position%5d=21&__md__=0
https://www.facebook.com/CancerFundChildren/?ft%5btn%5d=K&ft%5bqid%5d=6398466906937705494&ft%5bmf_story_key%5d=782572139465639909&ft%5bei%5d=AI%40189af9f4ba463423c1dc1959f7055a2a&ft%5btop_level_post_id%5d=1825054247711496&ft%5bfbfeed_location%5d=1&ft%5binsertion_position%5d=21&__md__=0
http://www.mayobridgeparish.com/events/
mailto:newry@cruse.org.uk
http://www.cruse.org.uk/


KALOBEIYEI CHARITY SHOP opening hours 11am to 1pm every Saturday 
 

Bereavement Support One to One Bereavement Support ‒ confidentiality assured. Appointment 
not necessary (no cost involved). Time: Thur morn 10.30am ‒ 12.30pm. Venue: Armagh Diocesan 
Pastoral Centre, The Magnet, The Demesne, Dundalk. Tel: 0035342 9336393 10.00am ‒ 2.00pm 

 
 

ANAM CARA, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, is holding its next monthly 
Parent Evening on Wed 29th March from 19:30 to 21:00 in the Armagh City Hotel. This event is 
open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of their 
death, or whether the death was recent or not. 

 
 

WEBSITE ADDRESS www.mayobridgeparish.com    
 Bulletin News to Daniel Morgan 07929568392 or email danielmorgan876@gmail.com or pat16a@hotmail.com 
by Wednesday evening                                                                            
Email Information for parish website to website@mayobridgeparish.com         
Parish website and webcam now functioning for the sick and housebound and for those who live far from home 
www.mayobridgeparish.com                        
AL-NON FAMILY GROUP 028 9068 2368   www.al-anonuk.org.uk       
The Parish Pastoral Council email address is: mayoparishpc@gmail.com should a parishioner or visitor to the 
Parish wish to contact them                
SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN - Designated person for Dromore Diocese: Patricia Carville 07789917741                                                                           
Parish Hall - to book contact Rosaleen Rooney 028 3085 1291 

Action on Elder Abuse Northern Ireland www.elderabuse.org/northernireland   
Freephone helpline 08 08 088141               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mayobridgeparish.com/
mailto:danielmorgan876@gmail.com
mailto:pat16a@hotmail.com
mailto:website@mayobridgeparish.com
http://www.mayobridgeparish.com/
http://www.al-anonuk.org.uk/
mailto:mayoparishpc@gmail.com
http://www.elderabuse.org/northernireland


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Video: Arrival of Fatima 
Centennial Pilgrim Statue 

NEWRY CATHEDRAL 7TH MARCH 2017 NEWS 

The arrival: 

The Fatima Centenary Pilgrim Statue visited Newry Cathedral on 6th March, 
2017. The parish’s Online Media Team broadcast the arrival ceremony live on 
Facebook. We have preserved the broadcast here in it’s original unedited 
format. 

 

http://www.newrycathedralparish.org/2017/03/07/video-arrival-of-

fatima-centennial-pilgrim-statue/ 

 

 

 

http://www.newrycathedralparish.org/category/news/
http://www.newrycathedralparish.org/2017/03/07/video-arrival-of-fatima-centennial-pilgrim-statue/
http://www.newrycathedralparish.org/2017/03/07/video-arrival-of-fatima-centennial-pilgrim-statue/


 

 

 

Spiritual Support Volunteers, 

Craigavon Area Hospital 

 

We are interested in recruiting two Spiritual Support 
Volunteers.  
 
Are you 18 or over?  
 
Are you committed to your Catholic faith?  
 
Might you be interested in working 5-8 hours per week as a 
Spiritual Support Volunteer, supporting the work of the 
Chaplaincy Team at Craigavon Area Hospital? 
 
Each Volunteer will require endorsement from the Bishop of 
Dromore following completion of a training programme at 
Edgehill College, Belfast, beginning September 2017.  
 
Course fees will be covered by the Diocese of Dromore for 
those volunteering from within the Diocese.  
 
Volunteers will also be subject to normal Access NI vetting. 
 
For further details please contact Diocesan Office on 028 
302 62444 during office hours, before  
March 31st 2017. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Area Hospice Remembrance Service 

 

We invite you to join us as we remember and  
give thanks for all Southern Area Hospice Patients 

who died between  
1st January and 31st December 2016. 

 
The service will be held on Sunday 2nd April 2017 

from 3.00pm to 4.00pm  
at Dromantine Retreat and Conference Centre, 

Newry, BT34 1 RH, 
followed by refreshments. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



Michaela Foundation promotes values that encourage young 
people to succeed in life fulfilment and happiness with faith, 
confidence and fun as their foundation.  
For more information and details http://michaelafoundation.com/ 

Michaela Foundation is inspired by the life of Michaela McAreavey nee 

Harte. It runs summer camps and other initiatives for young people that 

encourage the practice of all the values Michaela, her family and friends hold 

dear. 

 

 

 

Michaela 

Michaela Foundation is inspired by the life of Michaela McAreavey nee 

Harte. 

Read more 

 

 

What we do 

The mission of the Michaela Foundation is to promote our core values 

through each and every activity we operate. 

http://michaelafoundation.com/
http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/michaela/
http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/michaela/
http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/what-we-do/


Read more 

 

 

 

Who we are 

We have a team of people who look after the day to day running of Michaela 

Foundation. 

Read more 

 

For more information and details http://michaelafoundation.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/what-we-do/
http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/who-we-are/
http://michaelafoundation.com/about-us/who-we-are/
http://michaelafoundation.com/


 

To all past and present JP2 Award Participants and Award Leaders and Volunteers who 
have supported our young people to participate and complete their Award 

The Pope John Paul II Award is in its 10 year.  To celebrate this event a Pilgrimage has 
been organized to Rome where it is hoped we will be honoured with a private audience 
with Pope Francis. 

Would you like to be part of this special event?  Then don't miss out - forward your name 
and £100 deposit on or before the 30th Jan - (total cost is 650 Euro..(subject to change 
based on rates and group returns before end of Jan) includes accommodation, flights and 
travel insurance). 

Sunday 29th October to Friday 3rd November - 4 nights - 5 days. 

Places are limited so book early - you will be part of an Ireland group - 450 plus leaders. 

Forward your name and Parish and a cheque payable to the Diocese of Dromore Youth 
Commission for £100 - post to 39 - 41 The Mall, Newry BT341AT. 

This Pilgrimage is for those 18 years old plus who over the past 10 years have completed 
the JP2 Award or Parish leaders/volunteers who have supported our young people to 
participate in and complete their Award. 

Frances McNally 

Youth Director 

 



Pope Francis’ message for World 
Communications Day 2017 

24. JAN, 2017 

 

The Vatican has released Pope Francis’ Message for the 51st World Day of Social Communications. The 

theme of this year’s message is “Fear not, for I am with you”: Communicating Hope and Trust in our 

Time.  

  

The World Day of Social Communications is celebrated in almost all countries on the Sunday before 

Pentecost. The message is being issued on  24 January, the Feast of St. Francis de Sales, patron of 

writers, editors and journalists. 

  

World Communications Day 2017  

Fear not, for I am with you (Is 43:5): 

Communicating Hope and Trust in our Time 

Access to the media – thanks to technological progress – makes it possible for countless 

people to share news instantly and spread it widely. That news may be good or bad, true or 

false. The early Christians compared the human mind to a constantly grinding millstone; it is 

up to the miller to determine what it will grind: good wheat or worthless weeds. Our minds 

are always “grinding”, but it is up to us to choose what to feed them (cf. SAINT JOHN 

CASSIAN, Epistle to Leontius). 

http://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/World-Communications-Day-2017-Sunday-28-May.png


I wish to address this message to all those who, whether in their professional work or 

personal relationships, are like that mill, daily “grinding out” information with the aim of 

providing rich fare for those with whom they communicate. I would like to encourage 

everyone to engage in constructive forms of communication that reject prejudice towards 

others and foster a culture of encounter, helping all of us to view the world around us with 

realism and trust. 

I am convinced that we have to break the vicious circle of anxiety and stem the spiral of fear 

resulting from a constant focus on “bad news” (wars, terrorism, scandals and all sorts of 

human failure). This has nothing to do with spreading misinformation that would ignore the 

tragedy of human suffering, nor is it about a naive optimism blind to the scandal of evil. 

Rather, I propose that all of us work at overcoming that feeling of growing discontent and 

resignation that can at times generate apathy, fear or the idea that evil has no limits. 

Moreover, in a communications industry which thinks that good news does not sell, and 

where the tragedy of human suffering and the mystery of evil easily turn into entertainment, 

there is always the temptation that our consciences can be dulled or slip into pessimism. 

I would like, then, to contribute to the search for an open and creative style of 

communication that never seeks to glamourize evil but instead to concentrate on solutions 

and to inspire a positive and responsible approach on the part of its recipients. I ask everyone 

to offer the people of our time storylines that are at heart “good news”. 

Good news 

Life is not simply a bare succession of events, but a history, a story waiting to be told through 

the choice of an interpretative lens that can select and gather the most relevant data. In and 

of itself, reality has no one clear meaning. Everything depends on the way we look at things, 

on the lens we use to view them. If we change that lens, reality itself appears different. So 

how can we begin to “read” reality through the right lens? 

For us Christians, that lens can only be the good news, beginning with the Good News par 

excellence: “the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Son of God” (Mk 1:1). With these words, Saint Mark 

opens his Gospel not by relating “good news” about Jesus, but rather the good news that is 

Jesus himself. Indeed, reading the pages of his Gospel, we learn that its title corresponds to 

its content and, above all else, this content is the very person of Jesus. 

This good news – Jesus himself – is not good because it has nothing to do with suffering, but 

rather because suffering itself becomes part of a bigger picture. It is seen as an integral part 

of Jesus’ love for the Father and for all mankind. In Christ, God has shown his solidarity with 

every human situation. He has told us that we are not alone, for we have a Father who is 

constantly mindful of his children. “Fear not, for I am with you” (Is 43:5): these are the 

comforting words of a God who is immersed in the history of his people. In his beloved Son, 

this divine promise – “I am with you” – embraces all our weakness, even to dying our death. 

In Christ, even darkness and death become a point of encounter with Light and Life. Hope is 

born, a hope accessible to everyone, at the very crossroads where life meets the bitterness of 

failure. That hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

(cf. Rom 5:5) and makes new life blossom, like a shoot that springs up from the fallen seed. 

Seen in this light, every new tragedy that occurs in the world’s history can also become a 

setting for good news, inasmuch as love can find a way to draw near and to raise up 

sympathetic hearts, resolute faces and hands ready to build anew. 

Confidence in the seed of the Kingdom 



To introduce his disciples and the crowds to this Gospel mindset and to give them the right 

“lens” needed to see and embrace the love that dies and rises, Jesus uses parables. He 

frequently compares the Kingdom of God to a seed that releases its potential for life precisely 

when it falls to the earth and dies (cf. Mk 4:1-34). This use of images and metaphors to 

convey the quiet power of the Kingdom does not detract from its importance and urgency; 

rather, it is a merciful way of making space for the listener to freely accept and appropriate 

that power. It is also a most effective way to express the immense dignity of the Paschal 

mystery, leaving it to images, rather than concepts, to communicate the paradoxical beauty 

of new life in Christ. In that life, hardship and the cross do not obstruct, but bring about 

God’s salvation; weakness proves stronger than any human power; and failure can be the 

prelude to the fulfilment of all things in love. This is how hope in the Kingdom of God matures 

and deepens: it is “as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and should sleep by night 

and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow” (Mk 4:26-27). 

The Kingdom of God is already present in our midst, like a seed that is easily overlooked, yet 

silently takes root. Those to whom the Holy Spirit grants keen vision can see it blossoming. 

They do not let themselves be robbed of the joy of the Kingdom by the weeds that spring up 

all about. 

The horizons of the Spirit 

Our hope based on the good news which is Jesus himself makes us lift up our eyes to 

contemplate the Lord in the liturgical celebration of the Ascension. Even though the Lord may 

now appear more distant, the horizons of hope expand all the more. In Christ, who brings our 

human nature to heaven, every man and woman can now freely “enter the sanctuary by the 

blood of Jesus, by the new and living way he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh” (Heb 10:19-20). By “the power of the Holy Spirit” we can be witnesses and 

“communicators” of a new and redeemed humanity “even to the ends of the earth” 

(Acts 1:7-8). 

Confidence in the seed of God’s Kingdom and in the mystery of Easter should also shape the 

way we communicate. This confidence enables us to carry out our work – in all the different 

ways that communication takes place nowadays – with the conviction that it is possible to 

recognize and highlight the good news present in every story and in the face of each person. 

Those who, in faith, entrust themselves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit come to realize how 

God is present and at work in every moment of our lives and history, patiently bringing to 

pass a history of salvation. Hope is the thread with which this sacred history is woven, and its 

weaver is none other than the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. Hope is the humblest of virtues, for 

it remains hidden in the recesses of life; yet it is like the yeast that leavens all the dough. We 

nurture it by reading ever anew the Gospel, “reprinted” in so many editions in the lives of the 

saints who became icons of God’s love in this world. Today too, the Spirit continues to sow in 

us a desire for the Kingdom, thanks to all those who, drawing inspiration from the Good News 

amid the dramatic events of our time, shine like beacons in the darkness of this world, 

shedding light along the way and opening ever new paths of confidence and hope. 

From the Vatican, 24 January 2017 

Francis 

 


